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Val can perchase men handlsc advertised
In THE TKllll NE with absolute safety.-for
If dlasstisfarllon r««»ults in any «S_M THE

TRIBUNE guárantelo to pay your money

back upon r«*tjue»t. No red tape, no quib¬
bling. We make good promptly if th«a ad

vextiarr does not.

The Statesmanship of Hindsight.
While Mr. Wilson is to-day gluing to

the country the ideas of national prepar¬
edness to which he is willing to commit
himself in December, l'.iir», it will b« use¬

ful to recall the ideas of national pre¬

paredness to which he committed himself
in December, 11» 14. When lit* delivered his

message to Congress n year airo the war

had been under way for four months.

That thin gr« at srorltj disturbance would
react on us in a hundred ways was al¬

ready obvious. It was clear that it must

affect our finance, Industry and commerce,

our International relations and our domes-

tie politics. Nobody could say that wo

would he able to keep out of it, and, how-

aver tt might end, it was pretty certain
to leave us, if wo did keep out, at odds

with one or both of the belligerent groups
.more isolated In a diplomatic sense than

we had been niñee the time of the Napo¬
leonic wars and the Holy Alliance.
Our first duty to <>.ir.*elves was to arm

against future contingencies. The fighting
in Europe had shown that our military
system was a pitiful anachronis-r.. Even

Mr. Wilson's Secretary of War took alarm

and suggested an Increase of oui mobile

regular army which would make it four

times as hig, instead of twice as big, as

the New York City police force.
But President Wilson would not hear

of adding to the strength of che regular
army.the only force in any sense avail
able for the defence of our soil «hould a

hostile army succeed in making a landing,
Here is what Mr. Wfltwa said in Decem¬

ber, 1914:
Let ua remind ourselves, therefor«, of the

only thing we ean do or will do. We muat

depend in every time of national peril, in

the future as in the past, not upon a stand

In«? army, nor yet upon s reserve army, but

upon a citizenry trained and accustomed to

arms. It will be right enough, right Ameri¬
can policy, ba«rd upon our accustomed prin¬
ciple» and practices, to provide a system by
which every citizen who will volunteer for

the training may be made familiar with the

use of modern arms, the rudiments of drill
and manrrnvre and the maintenance and
sanitation of camps. . . It is right, too,
that the national guard of the states should
be developed and strengthened by every
means which is not inconsistent with onr

obligations to our own people or with the
established policy of our government, . . .

More than this carries with it a reversal
of the whole history and character of our

polity. Mora than this proposed at this time,
permit me to say, would mean merely that
we had lost our »el'-posseaalon, th.it we had
been thrown off our balnneei by a war with
trftioh we hau n^thirrj to rtV*, whone causee,

cannot touch us, whom very existence af¬
ford» it* opporfktiifie» of friendship and
di»intcr*»ted servie« which ehovld make ut
ashamed of any thought of kottiHtU or

fearful preparation for trouble.
What pathetic self-deception! Hardly

two months from the day of this confi¬
dent declaration that the European war

could not touch us th© administration was

sending to fie «-many a virtual ultimatum,
giving not:«-,. thai it would not tolerate
the murdering of American citizens trav¬

elling on the unarmed merchant ships of
Germany's enemies. Germany defied our

warning, sank the Lusitania and mur¬

dered more than one hundred American
citizens; and the refusal of the German
government to disavow that crime and
offer reparation for it makes the "thought
of hostility" to Germany very real, and,
after six months of fruitless waiting for
satiefsction, very deep-seated and very
rankling.

If Mr. Wilson had ever meant what
he said in the "strict accountability" noto
of February 10, or in the fir*' 1

note of May 13, he would hire called
OsagNH In extra session Ion«,' ago, would
have apologized for the follies of his mes¬

sage of December 14, 101-1. and would have
started the country on the way to achieve
a condition of military prapanttatM capa¬
ble of making our diplomatic |M-Oto»tottoPJ
reai like something more than empty
threats to the German govomment.
He did not do this. R« ktt p;. *.;iration

wait on ineffe-
because there was no «rridenca of ade*-¡uato
physical force behind it.
Congress hin now toot again, in com¬

pliance with law, not becaüa« Um Pro
tmmt has sought ».r *

pairing the binders of a your
Ming the nation in a statt to Make

MON mean sots).
»loes BOl expect to hear to-.Jav a r«--,.-»,

Id inanities of the message
' H is not in a »Bad t.

tod with BQch barren kkaUties.
to bear the President outliru* n

ebenso of milH . rgaataatisiL a

which will give the United
try system and a real, not

a/ f.-,. '-, army.
/ T# any,
/the i*ji4 nsesBBB trial. Tho fa

- nt alt'-r «

toward it ' si prepare«
is and

.xeited" is on trial iba whole Wil ,...

policy «if hindsight statesmanship is on

trial.
It is liy Intping these ideas clearly

L_t*)d in view that Congress and the coun¬

try ran beat j.nitre the messa^re on the
pi*epare-dneaa which Mr.

W ¡a about to deliver.

Alsace-Lorraine and Peace.
-No more interesting declaration of policy

¦en made in all the ncent discussion
of peace than the recent «-tatemen*, of If,
Albert Thomas, Under-SecrcUiry of War
III the French Ministry, and best known
as the mini who has organized Fr«n«»h
munition! manufacture. "There will be no

pence until "ur Alsace and Lorraine are

deflnltBlj reestablished as a part of French
unity."

Here is a clear, definite, tangible fact to
be faced by all thoso who would talk about
peace at the present time. Conceivably
Germany »would now agree to evacuate
Belgium, France and Serbia. She miiiht
even waive her project for an autonomous

A Washington dispatch to The
Tribune yesterday suggested that Ger¬
many might consent to retrocede to Franco
the French speaking districts of Lorraine
-that Is, Met. and the adjacent districts

but does any one suppose Germany at
r.he present hour would give up Strass-

hurg?
If France insists apon regaining her

"Lost Provinces" Britain must and will
»tand with her. Russia has not the small¬
est temptation to sign a peace which would
cost her Poland or even the surrender of
her Balkan ambitions. Italy will not pause
until she has Trieste. She has joal given
full proof of her purpose by signing a

treaty to mnke no separata peace.
The merits of the Franco-German día-i

pute over Alsace-Lorraine are beside the
question now. It la a fact, disclosed by
German official statements at the time of
the Zabern Incident, that A!»ace-lorraine
has never accepted German rule or given
her allegiance to the conqueror. In taking'
Alsace-Lorraine Germany enforced a land
title which at best was »weakened by more

than two entuno« of lapse. .»-he acted
with total disregard of the wish of the

people of Alsace-Lorraine, who were pas¬
sionately devoted to France.
The German theory that time would

alter the feeling of the Alsatians and
that a population mainly Germanic in
ppeech would return to the Teutonic fam¬
ily In due course of time has not worked
out. The failure Is chiefly attributnble toi
the Inability of the Prussian to rule by
other than Prussian methods.

But if the maße of the population re¬

mains Francophile In Ita affection, there is;
a considerable portion which is wholly
German in Its sympathy. This Is supplied
by some 800,000 German immigrants, who
have brought to the provinces the German
idea and ideal. They are the function»-,
ries, the high and low officials, the school'
teachers and the state employes. They,
have replaced BOOM L'YO.000 Alsatians and;
Lorrainers who have migrated to France
since 1871.
The position of Alsace-Lorraine, even if

it returns to France, will not be simple,
and France, In her turn, will confront a

considerable disloyal element. But it has
been plain from the outset of the war that
French opinion was a unit on the rabjeci
of the "Lost Provinces," and a peace which
did not undo the work of the Treaty of
Frankfort would be for the French a peace,
utterly unsatisfactory.
Beyond all else the annexation of Alsace-

I/orralne represented and represents a vio-j
lation of the modern notions of human,
liberty. More than 1,500,000 people were'
annexed by Germany in IN71 without the
smallest ret-rard to their own wishes. In
the face of their unanimous protest and'
«apposition.

Here was revealed in Us entirety the
German notion that every wi«h of a peo¬
ple or a race is of no value when weighed
against Qerman necejaeltj and the Teu¬
tonic aspiration for a "place in the sun."!
What Germany did in Alsace-Lorraine she
planned to do In Belgium, in Northern
France, In the Balkans.
The question of Alsace-Lorraine is not

merely a local question: it Is a question of
principle, which involves the whole Ger¬
man idea. If the Germans are compellc«i
to give up the lands conquered not only
in 1914 but In INTO; if the right of mon

and races to choose their own nation is
reestablished and fortifled, that will be a

real step toward permanent peace. Alsace-
Lorraine is for the whole world a sign and
symbol of the German idea and the Ger¬
man theory, and so long as Germany re¬

tains these provinces the go« pel of might
will obtain.
Looking backward after forty-four

years it is ea¡-y to see how fatal to Ger¬
many the annexation of these provinces
haB proved. If Bismarrk had treated
France In ltWl as he treated Austria In

1864J the Franco-Prussian War would have
left no permanent scar, M the Napo

wai-l left no French resentment.
would have been free to

..vith her two great natural rivals.

By takil g the French provinces she per-
h hostility. When she

allied herself with Austria she "took on"
¦¦ -Ris-iun qnnrro!-« in the Balkans.

It was always certain that when Great

Britain refftfnhrfd 'he German menace

torn to France and Russia, and
that Italy aroold pa%it_te to the lame

¦aarck fought three wars, but he
Wll,

¡am II ha« played hi» hand less f-kilfully,
with the r-eauH thai be fare« a world in
arm». But the l_»aM If BOl primarily his.
The hdaeritance from Bismarck of the

.ir.- I... ¡on has hariflicappcd
hirn at every turn and now lies across his

ay, th«. f/n tacit to peace.
lor the Ficr.-h the "I,o;t Provinces"

i.¦ t of !.>«noli safety ari'l
? ure of I' r.«h. > (. un. limen

_M thai' '. re«iaime«l
I ran«« «;. .- t., remain I great

,0-tiwer or perm-uu ntly inako head agairiet

Gejraaa pariL To France the war Is

of treeing Artois, Flanders
-umpagne: It li ¦ petition of regain¬

ing Alsac« -Loi rame.

A year, two year?, fron: BOBJ the long
ad hope may vanish. The burden of

war and roffering may bocoaae ii.tolera-
blej and i- raí nay bava to give ever her
dream ami her hope. But that time is

still far in the future, as the «1 «.'.aration

|of M. Thomas, one of the iead«is of the
French Socialists, indicates.

In the face of such a national emotion,
in the presence of a national desire and
determination which has lasted for more

than forty years, how futile and childish

I are all the platitudes of American paci-
fists, of men like Bryan and Ford, whose
minds ha\e never grasped the smallest
circumstance In European history and
who cari see nothing in war but the cas¬

ualty Hits and the hospital returns!
What seems terrible to us now is only

a familiar circumstance in European hie-
tory. It (a the normal, not the abnormal;
.strange only in Its magnitude. From 1792
to 1816 Europe fought, with too brief in¬
terludes. From the Crimea to the Treaty
of Frankfort was another span. Behind
lie all the wars of Frederick and Louis
XIV. War is quite as familiar as peace
to the European.

It would be well for Americans eager
tr stop a conflict whose issues and causes

aro beyond their knowledge or their un-
. ruling to give to European history

I fraction of the time they are giving to

publie utterance and platform pron.iur.ee
A «niestion like that of Alsace-

Lorraine supplies a complete demonstra¬
ron of the reason why peac«» is now only
an American hallucination and the ex¬

planation of the reason why the belliger¬
ents still prefer war to any peace now

attainable.

Why Not Tell the Truth?
From "The Evening Post" of yesterday

Wt take the following:
There may even he a few Republicans, In

either branch of Congres», who will follow
íhe Tribune's heroic lead in endeavoring to

take the control of foreign affairs away from
the President and hi» party. Hut if they do,
indeed, offer a joint resolution to break off
diplomatic relations with Germany, propos¬
ing to follow it up by going to war, they will
learn something about the power of commit
tee» In Congress, and also about the author¬
ity of the President. Thi» la«t lesson was

set pretty plainly by Secretary <'Iney, in
Cleveland's second term, but It may have to
be set again.
Fron The Tribune of Saturday we take,

the following:
The Tribune doe« believe firmly that no|

fear of war, no apprehension of possible (1er-'
man action, should prevent the Congres» of,
the Ualted States from taking tho »ingle
course compatible with national honor and
«elf-respect. Rut It recognize» that a reso¬

lution falling upon the President to su»pend'
diplomatic relation» is purely advisory and1
can be ignored by Mr. Wilson if he choose».

This is the second time in less than a

week that "The Evening Post" has
ascribed to The Tribune something wholly
unlike this newspaper's statements or

views. If "The Evening Post" is resolved
to honor us with its criticism, why
doesn't it stick to the truth?

Ry an error the word "party" was substl-j
tuted for "tardy" In the following passage in¡
ye«terday's lead!.g editorial article: Already,
there are unmistakable signs thut this popu¬
lar emotion the demand for courage In the,
protection of American lives and honor] Is
making itself felt in Washington and is »pur-1
ring a reluctant administration to a tardy'
»how of activity."

Lizzie and Bertha.
Now »ee Tin Lizzie on her way
Across the nlty wave.

Flow fine she look«! Oh, frabjous day!
Hob slick and spick and «pan and gay
And serious and brave!

They cranked her up, she caught the »park;
With rattle, smell and roar

She sped along. Not Noah's ark
Was likelier to excite remark

l»r waken wonder more.

The creature« of the vasty deep.
The lobsters and the whu!<

Awakened from their fishy Bleep,
Venture to take a fearful peep
As Lizzie proudly tails.

Good Dr. Pease cannot be »een,
He did not come along;

Lizzie was smoking gg.oiene,
And »o a joy that might have been

Iiled by a deed of wrong.

Way over on the other side,
Three thousand miles away,

Rig Hertha, full of wicked pridr,
Bet dreadful visage opened \

Is bellowing night and day.

¡When Llzrie get« to Flanders »he
Will a«k this Prialeta Krupp

To eeaae ami have a dial of tea,
Or, if tl..' tee Johnsonian be,
To have tea in a cup.

And what ail] thi« Rig Rertha «ay,
This Iron maid whose breath

Is cannon ball» that »hoot away
Fair churches where the people pray,
And blast the land with death 7

Oh, well, she is an Iron maid.
She ha» her savage mood;

Rut thi« It tea, «.. wi o's afraid?
Please, Bertha, pass the marmalade.

[sal 'h. tpoags erke good?
E. D. BEACH.

The Blue Cross and the Purple.
To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sir: A» there seems »ome confusion over
the Blue Cross Fund fo wounded horses
in tho war and the Purple Cross, will you
kindly print the following:
The Bias Croea la tl . original fund for

wounded BOraei la Ber, and was organized
during rhe Balkan War, ISIS, by Oat Daaab

. Street, London;
., the Right Honorable the F._ri of

I..,n-.*...'. I.aiy Miiith-Dorrien being the
:¦ nt of the Hlue «'ross Fund the Purple

-i daring the present Furo-
v ar. Beth these funds are recegBisBd
illy by the Franca geeet-aaeat The

Hlue Creee ha« foai large hospitals in France,
raring for 790 te *0ft horse Bad over 2.000

have hem cured. In addition to caring
t..r the nalatela, large qaaatiti« i af aiedielne,
bandagee, lna__aaeel ael bae«
Beat t" ear regular British, Indian an.I Tl rn-

.. ah sal r 'he Bias
should be Beat te me ». ¦>.".«

Park Avenue.
LUCY ELPHIN8TOM1 M -HI I 1HD,

Hon. *»e«' Hlue Cl-oai r und.

¡ New York, Dtc l, 1816.

AMERICANISM VS. COWARDICE

The Moment for the Republicans
to Speak Out Is Here.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your editorial "Americanism vs. Cow-

..riire" waa indeed magnificent, as good a«

"Remember the Lueitanla." So wa« the ac¬

companying cartoon, "Men Wanted."
Will people never wake up? Thl» ought to

be the psychological moment for the Republi¬
can party. If its representatives would come

out for a patriotic policy and demand that

some decisive action be taken in regard to

the wrong» we have received from Germany
specifically that of breaking off diplomatic

relations» surely they must carry the coun¬

try with them. At present no American life
can be held safe abroad but by the courtesy
of foreign government», nor at home but by
the mercy of a Providence which frustrates
their knavish tricks.
One wonders if it wouldn't at least "give a

Jolt" to our self-complacent President If all
the American» who have not forgotten the
l.usitania were to writ« to him in some such
terms aa these: ,

"Mr. Pre»identi W« are betrayed, our word
is no longer good, our honor ia eomproml-ed,
our character sunk. And it i» you who h»ve
done it with your empty phrase» promising
to saf.'iriard American live», pretending to

uphold neutral right». We know now what

your pledge» were worth. Yet in the face of

these repeated murder» you »till dare to talk
of what you have donel You had the great¬
est opportunity ever granted man to play a

noble part, to stand forth as the champion of
humanity and freedom, to lead your country
to new height» of grandeur. And at how

»light n east! What was needed but h littli
moral courage? Every true American was

ready, eag«*r, for the call, the erùl tha' n- ver

came. W.th what Incredible, what pathetic
lid «WS watch and wait during all those

loag «immer month«! It would »ignify little
if your own fame were alone affected. Un¬
fortunately you have involved your country
with you, have pilloried us in the face of the

world, made u» a »corn and a hissing among
?ho nations." AN AMERICAN.

Orange, N. J.. Dec. 4, 1915.

The Humiliation.
To the Editor of I he Tribune.

Sir: I wiah to exprès» my apprecia¬
tion of the editorial page of The Tribune.
I am glad to find a paper that expresses your
I, iwa on the war and on the position which

the United State« Is in to-day. I am glad
to reml the letters of other» which »how
that a good many men feel keenly the humili¬

ation of belonging to a nation that Is "too

proud to fight."
I wish, however, to express some views th»

opposite of those expressed by I»r. Blngham
in a letter published yesterday morning. It

seem» to me that no one Is to blame for Wll-

ron'!- arts after be became President but

Wilson hiinself. Undoubtedly politicians were,

to blame for his election, but there are dif¬
ference» of opinion about who these politi¬
cians are. To »om« people the statement
that Roosevelt is to blame for the split in

tin« Republican party, and the consequent
r'ertion of Wilson, is Just a» ridiculous as

(.irmany*» claim that England Is to blame for
.! «* war. We must remember thst there were

.i great many men in the country, ordinarily
Republican, who srsre sppaead to the reëlec-j
tion of Taft long before the Chicago con-

vention, and who, if there had been no Pro-

tUBSllS party, would ha> e voted for Wilson
t.nd Insured his election in any event. Who,
.hen, split the Republican party? My answer

i» th» men who insisted on the nomination
o? Taft A. A. BAUNDEB&
New Haven, Conn., Dec. 1, lHlf..

Logical, Self-Respecting Course.
To the Editor of Tbe Tribune.

Sir: I want to add my congratulations to

many others you must be receiving on the

stand you take in the frst editorial of to¬

day's issue.
You are absolutely righ* in holding that a

«everar.cn of dinlomatlc relations with Ger¬

many is the logical and »elf-respecting course

for the United States in default of the repa-

ration we have asked for the wrongful de-

struction of American lives and property, but

It is surely too much to export, without heavy
prodding, from an administration which ha*
been consistent during so long a period in

its attitude of remonstrance tempered by
complim«'!!'. and its strict adherence to the
use of words only.

It is. indeed, a very Bales conception that
a na'iori like Germany, the «täte of all »tales

depending sn sad Idealising force, will be
won by a series of polite requests, decidedly
injurious to her prestige to grant, when she

qu'e convinced that nun-compliance will

produce nothing more drastic than an addi¬
tional note.
Perhaps If the Republicans In Congress will

show there la some red blood left in the
country and that at lenst part of our govern¬
ment Is opposed to further shilly-shallyintr
we may hasten the end of these long nego¬
tiation». But if that is not promptly at-com-

pli«hed let us put an end to negotiations
altogether. W.
New York. Dec. 4. 1015.

Pottage Buys a Poor Peace.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In Saturday'» Tribune "('. F. R."
asks: "Why are we 'cowards,' we who wan»

psaes St any price)?" And sugge'ts that t<

Belgium our har-est field* RBUa) seeSB pref¬
erable to her crown of laurel.
Do not for a moment believe it. R.lglum

is not of those who would »ell their birth¬
right for a me.«.-» t.f pottage. Those who
would are cowards, and when they have paid
tie price will have hut a poor peace. God
grant that our own country may not know
such a peace, now or ever!

Let me commend to your correspondent
these splendid lines of Ralph Waldo Emer¬
son would ,-'... confront u« all, in
blazing letter*., along our great white way
of luxury and fri-.

" 'Tis man's perdition to be safe
Wh»*n for truth lie ought to die."

"C. F. R." is of "those who seek the final,
undoubted good." Let him choose h;.« path
between this glorious faith and "peace at

any price." P. C.
New York. Nov. 20, 1015.

.-

A True View of Our Duties.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I desire to express my pajpasnal thanks

¡to you for the splendid editorials which you
have been writing for The Tribune for sev-

»rnl month« lust past. To my mind you
«cern to be the only man capable of a brave
ami manly statement of the duties and obli-
gâtions of American citizen« at th* present
m«.ment. I believe that a majority of Ameri-

ave in their minds exactly the ideas
Which you .'xpr.'ss, lut we have neither the
ability nor the medium to givo eJUsraeaiea to

«fas ha-.e both the ability and
adid raediuss ... ths arerl

I shall h-.p» BJSd expect from day to day in
the future to have our rights ami obligations

Bad forcibly stated.
IRA G. DARRIN.

I New York, Dec. 3, 1915.

HAUNTED.

HIGH FARES FOR BAD SERVICE

A Commuter Desires Better Treat¬
ment if He Must Pay Moro.

To th» Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The New York Central Railroad will

raise fare» to a "» cents a mile standard on

January 1 next, provided the schedule now on

file with the Public Service Commission be

approved.
Before approving tho eommlision should

give the matter earsful consideration. If ap¬
prove they do, they should compel th« rail-
rsad to do cert'.iri tiling» for the traveller..
They should compel the railroad to cease

running filthy passenger coaches; to run suf-1
ficicnt car» to Beat all passengers, and to
discontinue running the "tin cara" on local!
trains, which are not tit for cattle.
They should consider the service rendered

by this road. Is it worthy of higher fare?'
The schedulí! timo between stations in the
suburban zone t.f the Hudson division i» long
ar.d the trains are usually late. The express
service is eery limited. At certain hours the
service is exct-ptionally bad. I.~a<«k of spaee
prevents me from citing examples, but there
are plenty tha» I could mention. The incon¬
venience» of the far famed Grand Central
Terminal are numerous, and should not be
overlooked.

A'iout fifteen years ago -he commutation
rate to Tarrytown was |6\f0. It was raised
to $7.30, am! shortly tberesfter was made
$8.25. The fifty-trip optional hooks were

raised from $1IjM to 117.56. The one-war
rate «ras fron 50 to 64 cents,

though the On eent round trip far* remained
ed t tut a year ago the mileage

book prhrilegea «rere curtailed. While the
id claims that commutation and

mileage rates will not be altered, tbi
that th" regular fares will he increased about
25 n°r ent *hould b« SUfleieut to cause every
patron of the road to use hi« or her influence:
to prevent the increasing of fare» that are

already too high.
re BSSd Tarrytown fare» a» an exam¬

ple, 'hough I am familiar with condition»
sis | entire suburban division, and know
that the rate -o Other points are similar.
8n«l. :n some instances, higher In pront>r""!i
to the distan.*«* covered.
For incr":«- id rate» we receive no better'

«er- ,... Commuters hnv.« '«ken their gris--
anees to th" Public S-rvle« Cossmissloo an«i
the courts. Ths Public Service Commis«; in
has In a rece.*;' c«se declared In favor of the]
commuters th. fapt-eSBS Court in favor of]
the railroad.

In a "period of retrenchment" a ihort time
ago trains were taken off, expre«-. s««rvice cut!
dawn ani through service hampered by st»,p-]

at local stations.
I ha\e commuted regularly for four ye-ir';

duri:Ig thai tiSM I have cover« 1 in all ¡sO.OOO
miles os Eastern railroad«, and 1 base bad
many «pportunitie» to observe the ways of
furious lines. The New York Cen'ral is far
from being Al. "The publie be damned" is
still their slogan- but they want to raise

I iisol ! ''i.ENE WHITE.
Tarrytown, N. Y. Dec. 2, 1015.

About Subway Seats.
To the Editor of The Tribu

Sir: it '«'a with pleasure that I read
"Van's" latter to ; ou !a .. weak, hersnse a:

least rn« mar. was bold enough to Bxpresa
publicly his feelings regarding cnurtesy to
women :n the subway, stC, However, the
let'i rs published this morning make mo feel
thnt "Van" is entitled to a little support.
There'".«re. allow me t<> say 'hat I Consider
the letter Btgned "E." n« decidedly narrow

and one-sided. She judges al!
women t«« be of the same temperament and
to have had the same experiences a« her-elf.
It is true that there :« the man who occu-

« re space than is BSCSSSarp, whom We
all knew well «s the "«.at hog." but this
type || m the minority: in I'hcI, I may safely
state that n very small nunih« r of the total;
male passengers carrn-'l in New York's pub»
lie conveyances dal!) may be classed a» such.
"E." evidently BOOS all men in this light,'
which i» a great n n -.

Further, she .-.>* «hat M4)ecasionally a man
doe« rim would say this happen«,

frsqueatly, for rarely do Í enter a sub-1
way trais that I ss set witness, not one, but
many casi«, and. like "Van," I h.. stwa)

'.. itaad m del n eaea to a
reman, bul ..¦Mom (miad.
"never"! Is there any sign of appreciation
from the New \ <>rk WOBBUn. Sue S

:t n« her dee, 'i ek would probably
be a beautiful theory realized, if all women

»vero brought up to bo "ladiea" and all m«

"gent.emen," as I was, and, I pretume, "Vat
¦rea also.
There ii another tide to thi» question, ar

that i», "Why cannot every passenger, m«

or woman, have a »eat?" I believo that mr.<

ha» been done along this line by ;he No
York »ubway in the operation of ten-ci
«rain», but I am referring now particularly
the Hudson River subway, in which I ri«
more frequently than any other, <¿a th
system it can he observed daily that, «lurin
'ho eommutlng hours, at least, the four an

tivs car train» are often ins'.ihVier.'. to pr<
vida »eat» for all of the passenger» boardin
at one atation; conseo.uen^y, those at th
succeeding »tation or stations along tli
route can only b»' jammed in like so man

sardines. This is particularly true at th
Hrie station, which is situated between th
Itarting point of both uptown an«l .ro'.vt

.own train». According to itetiatlca, the Kri
briaga more rxmuBntera to the tube» dail

¡than either the'Pennsylvania or I,n.-k,i.vann
-ailroad, and these passengers receive let
'consideration in the matter of service.

Last year the Hudson «t Manhattan Rai!
road Company published adverti ementa
their cars soliciting Frie Railroad passer
¿era to use their tu'o«s, hut they offered B
.«fraction In the way of service, and th
only advantage wa« 'i.e laving of time ove

Jio old ferry route. Another injustice
he charge of «even cents to ride to up'ow
New York ami live cl| awn impose
on Frie a»-..l Leckawunna DBSaeagera, B_ll
the Pennsylvania Railroad passengers ar

carried uptown for two cents and downtowi
for nothing. The new-paper did a lo
toward inducing the operation

'lie New York inbwi Perhap
they can help in the same ».ay on th« Jersey
New York tabea. il. C. B.
Kew Vork. Dec. 1, 101.'.

An Historical Reminiscence.
To the Edltor of The Tribune

Sir: The letter of C. F. Week» in to-day'
ISBS ns to "Horace Créele;.'« Footwear" re

call» an incident now forty-four years old.
Some time in the winter of 1871-T2 Mr

ey delivered a Wf.ire In the Preeby
'erian Church of Caldwell, N. J.. «f whicl
I was «hen »he pastor. It fell to my lo
to have the honor of hi« entertainment a'

the manse. It was a dark aid very BBBdd]
night, and as we left the house for th«

Ieharea, a <li<-aneo of about I've minute«.
inquired of my diaHngniahed guest if he di«
not wear rubber»? "No." he replied, "I be
lievB in leather." He had on a pair o1
heavy, high-legged boot«.
Once seated in tue pulpit, to my diaanay ht

began a vigorous cleaning of said "footwear'
on the new carpet, After ! « retiring that
night, leaeiag hi.-- boo*» behind the parlor
ItOTO, I ventured to B« The scale«
made clear why "he In leather.'
They tretghed e_aetly «.ven pound». A.« he
left tho house the next morning I distinctly
remember tho hitch in his coat collar and the
"hitched up trouser leg" on his left boot top

Altogether it wa.« a memorable occurrence

in my early ministry. And I shall rever for¬
met his kindly uttered cone:- hah-.

gift, a» «he toddled behind the itove, "Tak»
care, my little daughter; I should so hate to

see you fall against thai »"

CHARLES T. BERRY.
Hrooklyn, Dee. 2, 11« 15.

Frances A. Graham.
To the Fdltor of The Tribune.

Sir: Women in all part« of tl.i country
have toraed back in thought to their girl¬
hood on reading the notice of the death lasi

..f Frances A. Graham. For forty »e;lr«

Miss Graham was the bead of the Graham
School, a school which, tbaaks t.. the '.
of its three head mi>»tre»«en. Mr. Smith, Mi-,-.
Green and Mi.«.« Graham, lias lived a fall
century in tills changing city.
As ire to-day look back to the «lay« in Old

No. 1. at Sixty-third, and to Seventy-second
Stree», it is no theories of teaching,
..»reat originalities of Method, th.v w«> recall.
Those may have existed. Certainly good
«vork was done la those cla«s room«. Rut
that the acholara think of first |i gf ,[
Graham herRelf. Tall, stately, a lady cf tnr
old Ifheel. te »»horn manner »va- ati' m

ble siga of breeding, her daily pre«
Snee BBS a le«son in the disciplined, ordered.
«elf-controlled life; while rare. Indeed, oral
.he irirl who went out from bet Influença
antooehed by her ttaaeh priaeiplee, her
high ideal», her fearle»sne«s, her honor and
her justice. r; \v. |{.
New York, Dec 1. lí»l_.

GAS WARFARE

Both French and Germans Employ
Asphyxiation Without Scruple.

To the E'litor of The Tribune.
S !.. your issue of the ""«ill in«tant you

a letter from Mr. Richard Norton
ting the fact that "seven real

the Germans had decidí,! «o light wit!, gai
Whet Mr. Norton BOOBSI to wish to imply

hy stating that a gas apparut i» captured
from th«? Germans was doted back as far a«

IfOfl is, of course, 'tha' it was the Gertran«
who startt-d 'his "tlirty way of lit*!.tin;-," as

be call« it. That is precisely where Mr. Nor¬
ton is wrong. Although the Germât,
in poi aasioa of this powerful weapon, thev
refrained from using it until after the Allie«
hm! nployed similar contrivances. The first

lh complaint of the use of gas is con¬

tained in »he statement published by th«:
Hri'irh military authorities on April 21, while
German official report- itatsd, a* far back SS
April l". that the Frt nefa a-. Soipp»
Verdun ami the English a*. Ynre* had em¬
ployed shells, mines an«l bombs that devel¬
oped a-phyxiatir.«,' and deleterious gas on ex

ploding. The report da'ei An: !.'. contain«
the following sentence: -*.ent of
bombs diffusing deleteriou« gases OU the par*,
of the Frpnch is ir.cr«,«.;

In this connectior- a ». -'..munication of the
Fre-ch Mir '¦'¦+r. dated February II,
101.'. which was found on French prisoners
and of which I trench original
is v.ry instructive it -

"The so-cslle.l projectiles with asphyx
Bting gases which are manufactured by our

.1 works contain a liquid which, after
-on, tieve!op ga-«.-s irritating to th«

eyes, nose and throat. There are two k:-:ds:
hand grenades and cartridges.
"The grenade» are egg -haped; their larg¬

est diameter is »j cm., 'heir length 12 cm.,
their weight 400 gr. They are meant for
small distance» and hare a contrivance by
means of which they can be thrown by hand.

.. tion» for use are attached to them.
iTbey are ignited by rubbing them against a

¡chemical attached to the instruction», wv.-re
upon they must be thrown. The explosion
takes place »even seconds after the ignition.
A small brass cover and a screwing »topper
safeguard the explosive from without. Th»
purpose of the hand grenades is to render
untenable" the *.:cinity of the place where

¡they explode. The effectiveness is con«nler
ably diminished by strong wind.
"The cartridges have a cylindrical shape.

Their diameter is IS mm., their length 10 cm
their weight 1100 gr. They are destined fo-
use at grea'er distances than the hand gren¬
ades. Starting at an angle of twenty |:-.. de
groes, they can be thrown 230 metres. They
have central ignition and are fired by me»ns
of rocket rifles. The powder ignite, a »mall
quantity of combustible matter which ea-

ploOoa the projectile live seconds after leav¬
ing the muzzle. The cartridge« have the.

.f. frenadas,
i the »mall amount of liquid wl ici

they contain they must be tired .n areat
quantities.
"The fumes diffused by projcct;c>« with

.ating gases are not dead.y, at least
I »mall quantities, and their effect is

only temporary; the duration of the effect
depends on the atmospheric conditions. It
is best, therefore, to attack those trenches
into which BUCh hand grenades have been
thrown ami which in spite of this ha» not
been evacuated by the enemy before th«»
fuTes ha\<* entirely disappeared. Morcsver,
the storming troop.» must be supplied with
protective g"l»'iîl«'s and should be instructed
that the di agreeable sensation in no»e and
throat i« harmless and docs not cause any
permanent disturbances."

Here we have th.* most conclusive evidence
Of the fact that the French have manufact¬
ured la th« ir government shops projectile4
with aaphysiating gases as far back as Feb¬

ril.'.. Their number must have he».i
.Treat if the French War Ministrs »a***
distribute directions to the troops c«JB-

II*.« of this new mean« of *vnf>
fare And yet they proclaim indignation at
the (¡ermans following them much later on
tho path which they have shown.
New York. Nov. 17, 1»15. K. M M.


